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Introduction

Rapoport is one of the founders of behavior studies. He looks at all issues from the
perspective of behavior-environment studies. Paying attention to the factor of culture and
historical and intercultural studies is one of his interests. In this research, the evolution of
Rapoport's perspective on environmental behavior-studies is examined. Therefore, the
discussion of the "selective design model” that Rapoport posed in 1977 and the
"nonverbal communication approach” that he proposed in 1982 will be explaind at first.
Then, the paper continues with the part of the theory that Rapoport has added to the study
of behavior-environment in the last two decades, and concludes by summarizing
Rapoport's efforts. In the field of behavior-environment studies, different periods of his
research life are examined.

Methodology

This is a review research, so it has used a descriptive research method. In this way,
all the reliable sources around Rapoport's thoughts, including books and articles have
been studied and finally, his viewpoints have been summarized.

Results and Discussion

Rapoport and Behavior-Environmental Studies: Rapoport believes that the environment
has a fundamental impact on people, through which people choose some environments.
He presents four complementary concepts of the environment:

* Organization of space, time, meaning and communication;

* A system of contexts in which activity systems (including their hidden aspects) occur;
* Cultural landscape;

» Combination of fixed, semi-fixed and non-fixed elements (Rapoport, 2000a, p. 147;
Rapoport, 2006A, p.421; Rapoport, 2003, p. 40).

Selective design model: According to Rapoport viewpoint, in creating a cultural landscape,
many people make decisions over long periods of time and choose from options
(Rapoport, 1993). This is what Rapoport calls the "selective design model™. which is the
most useful method for conceptualizing design (Rapoport, 2008a, p. 31) with the aim of
defining goals and criteria for choosing from the available options (Rapoport, 1983, p.
250).
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Nonverbal Communication Model: Rapoport believes that information has codes in
environments and people need to be able to understand these codes clearly. In the
nonverbal communication model, it is conceptually easy to understand a system of
explaining behaviors. This approach leads to increasing designers' awareness of suitable
designs for the residents’ collective perceptions (Rapaport; 2013, pp. 85 and 96; Taylor,
1983, pp. 96-97).

Descriptive theory: According to Rapoport’s point of view, in order to actualizing the
extensive and abstract concepts, analyzing them by separating variables and components,
and studying how they arise and their ways of communication, and finally their
combination is a practical and appropriate method (Rapoport, 2006a, p. 160). This issue,
along with the actualizing the concept of culture, is the main subject of his theory.
Handicap principle: The handicap principle in applying to built-in environments suggests
that environments can be expressed as a form of "advertising™ and explains why certain
environments are costly and effortless create. In discussing about the handicap principle,
Rapoport often refers to the role of meaning, stating that it is the distinctly cultural nature
of contexts that leads to appropriate behavior (Quoted in Rapoport, 2008a, pp. 26-30).

Conclusion

In general, Rapaport works can be classified into five periods:

The first period (Looking at all kinds of environments): Rapoport began with his book
named “The Shape of Housing and Culture” in 1969, in which he says that we cannot just
look at what architects do, but we must look at everything.

The second period (looking at the whole environment): planning is to look not only at the
buildings but also at what geographers call the cultural landscape. The book "The
Meaning of the Built Environment™ has been compiled in this period.

The third period (A Global Perspective on Looking at All Environments): Rapoport says
it is important to look at all environments as we adapt to a global perspective. Therefore,
intercultural research became necessary. The result of his research in this period is the
authorship of the book "Intercultural Studies and the Shape of the City".

The fourth period (Paying attention to all evidences and documents): Rapoport believes
that all evidence from the past to the present should be considered. His book "History and
Background in Environmental Design" is the product of this period.

The fifth period (Development of a scientific theory): In this course, Rapoport analyzes
all types of evidence in order to begin developing a theory. The two books "Theory in
Environmental Design™ in 1997 and "Culture, Architecture, and Design" in 2003 are the
products of this period.

Keyword: Culture, Behavior-Environmental Studies, Descriptive Theory, Rapoport

Refrences

Persian References
e Banihashemi, Mohammad Ali.(2018). Evaluation of Infill Development in Urban Neighborhoods
Using Contextual Approach to Increasing Interactions of Residents (Case Study: Danesh Alley,
Tabriz City), Urban Planning Knowledge,VVolume 2, Number 2, Page(s)79 -93 .(in Persian)
e Rapaport, Amos. (2006A). Homogeneity or heterogeneity in urban neighborhoods. Translation:
Ismaili, Sh. Presented on the site Anthropology and Culture. Date 28 August 2009.(in Persian)



SN

% ~
The evolution of Amos Rapoport's thought in the field of culture and behavior-environment studies, Ig \f’
Parvin Partovi, Kebria Sedaghat Rostami. el

e Rapaport, Amos. (2006B). History of urban form: before the industrial revolutions, Iran Science &
Technology university, Page(s) 409-445.(in Persian)

e Rapaport, Amos. (2013); The meaning of the built environment : a nonverbal communication
approach(Third edition), Translation: Habib. Farah, Publications of Tehran Municipality
Information and Communication Technology Organization.(in Persian)

e Talebi, Jaleh. (2004). Social relations in urban spaces. Social Science Quarterly, Volume 24,
Page(s)161 -180 .(in Persian)

e Fani. Zohreh, Mahmoudi. Loghman. (2018). Urban space production; In Lefebvre's trilogy and the
paradigm of Mamford's citizenship. Growth of Geography Education, Volume 120, Page(s)36 -42
.(in Persian)

Latin References

e Buchi, Victor. (2013). An anthropology ofarchitecture. Taylor and Francis. Books.google.com.

e Heidari, Ali Akbar, Mohammad Hoseini, Parisa, and Behdadfar, Nazgol. (2014). Reading a home:
an application of Rapoport’s viewpoint in Iranian architecture studies. International journal of
Architecture and Urban Development, 14(1), 63-76.

e Hall, Edward T. (1966). The hidden dimension. Doubleday: Garden City.

e Hsia, Chu-Joe. (1988). An epistemological critique of environment-behavior studies.
Arch.&Comport./ Arch.Behav., 4(4), 295-313.

e Jabareen, Yosef. (2005). Culture and housing preferences in a developing city. Environment and
Behavior, 37(1), 134-146.

e Jamieson, Ross. W. (2006). Domestic architecture and power: the historical archaeology of Colonial
Ecuador. Springer Science & Business Media.

o Kamrani, Avideh, Behzadfar, Mostafa. (2016). Place semantics based on Lynch, Rapoport and
semiotics viewpoints. European Online Journal of Natural and Social Sciences, 5(3), 82-90.

e Memmott, Paul. (2013). Integrating transactional people- environment studies into architectural
anthropology, a case of useful theory building. In proceeding of the society of the architectural
historians, Australia and New Zealand, Vol.2, 905-917.

e Mumford, Lewis. (1970). The culture of cities. California: Harcourt Brace.

e Rapoport, Amos. (1969). A project for volunteers in Asia, house form and culture. London:
Prentice- Hall.

e Rapoport, Amos. (1977). Human Aspects of Urban Form. Oxford: Pergamon Press.

e Rapoport, Amos. (1980). Cross-cultural aspects of environmental design. In: Human behavior and
environment; advances in theory and research, volume 4: Environment and culture, chapter 1: pp.7-
46. New York: Springer Science, Business Media.

e Rapoport, Amos. (1982). Urban design and human systems: on ways of relating building to urban
fabric. Human and Energy Factors in Urban Planning: a Systems Approach. Series D: Behavioural
and Social Sciences - No. 12. Proceedings of the NATO Advanced Study Institute.

e Rapoport, Amos. (1983). Development, culture change and supportive design. HABITATINTL,
7(5/6), 249-268.

e Rapoport, Amos. (1987). On the cultural responsiveness of architecture. Journal of Architectural
Education. 41(1), 10-15

e Rapoport, Amos. (1990). History and precedent in environmental design. Plenum Press.

e Rapoport, Amos. (1992). On cultural landscapes. Traditional Swellings and Settlements Review,
3(2),33-47.

e Rapoport, Amos. (1993): «On Cultural Landscapes», Traditional Dwellings and Settlements
Review, 3(2),33-47.

e Rapoport, Amos. (1997). Theory in Environment-Behavior Studies, transcending times, setting, and
groups. Handbook of Japan-United States Environment-Behavior Research, toward a transactional
approach. Chapter 28, 255-286.

e Rapoport, Amos. (1999). A framework for studying vernacular design. Journal of Architecture and



SN

% ~
The evolution of Amos Rapoport's thought in the field of culture and behavior-environment studies, Ig \f’
Parvin Partovi, Kebria Sedaghat Rostami. el

Planning Research, 16(1), 52-64.

e Rapoport, Amos. (2000a). Theory, culture and housing. Housing, Theory and Society, 17(4), 145-
165.

e Rapoport, Amos. (2000b). Science, explanatory theory, and environment-behavior studies. In: The
critical perspectives in environment-behavior research,chapter 10. Springer, Boston, MA.

e Rapoport, Amos. (2002). The role of neighborhoods in the success of cities. EKkistics, 69
(412/413/414), 145-151.

e Rapoport, Amos. (2003). Culture, Architecture, and Design. London: Locke Science.

e Rapoport, Amos. (2005). Culture, Architecture, and Design. Chicago: Locke Science Publishing
Company.

e Rapoport, Amos. (2006a). Archeology and Environment-Behavior Studies. Archeology papers of
the American Anthropological Association, Vol.16, pp.59-70.

e Rapoport, Amos. (2006b). Vernacular design as a model system. In: Vernacular architecture in the
21th century; theory, education and practice, chapter 10: pp.17-198. Taylor & Francis.

e Rapoport, Amos. (2008a). Some further thoughts on culture and environment. Archnet-1JAR, 2(1),
16-39.

e Rapoport, Amos. (2008b). Environment-Behavior Studies: past, present and future. Journal of
Architectural and planning research, 25(4), 276-281.

e Rapoport, Amos. (2008c). Mind, land and society relationships in an environment-behavior
perspectives. Arquitectonics, Mind, Land & Society, 33-61.

e Rapoport, Amos. (2010). Designing for people; some implications. TRIALOG106, a journal of
planning and building in the third world, 4-45.

e Rasoulpour, Hajir, Etesam, Iraj. Tahmasebi, Arsalan. (2020). Investigating the effect of the form of
street facads on human behavior patterns, Iranian urbanism Journal, 3(4): 1-15.

e Salama, Ashraf M. (2012). Knowledge and design: People-Environment Research for responsive
pedagogy and practice. Elsevier, Procedia-Social and Behavioral Sciences, 49, 8-27.

e Taylor, Cynthia L. (1983). Review of: The meaning of the built environment by Amos Rapoport.
Housing and Society, 10(2), 95-97.

°* ... (1992). Interview with Amos Rapoport. Arc.&Comport./Arch.&Behav., 8(1), 93-102.

*Corresponding author: kebria.sedaghat@gmail.com

g A D
Gl @Ry pale dige

How to refer to this article:
Partovi, Parvin, Sedaghat Rostami, Kebria. (2021). The evolution of Amos Rapoport's thought in the
field of culture and behavior-environment studies, Iranian Urbanism, 4 (6), 29-41.

COPYRIGHTS

Copyright for this article is retained by the author(s), with publication rights granted to the Iranian Urbanism
Journal. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons
Attribution License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

URL: https://www.shahrsaziiran.com/1400-4-6-article3/
DOR: https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.27170918.1400.4.6.3.0



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.shahrsaziiran.com/1400-4-6-article3/
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.27170918.1400.4.6.3.0

