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Introduction 

The coronavirus is a global crisis that requires local action to reduce its social and 

psychological effects, and urban management and the governing system as a front line to 

deal with its effects is required to anticipate and take appropriate action in the biological 

field and at the local scale. (Ha’eri, 2020). Local government measures to deal with the 

corona epidemic are divided into many areas, including communication and awareness, 

workplace and travel, health, social distance, vulnerable groups, local services, job 

support, and more (OECD, 2020). 

Urban health seems to be one of the main priorities in preventing the spread of the 

Covid-19 epidemic. The level of local government can be more efficient and highly 

enforceable. However, the limited number of studies conducted in this field in Iran, as 

well as the limitations caused by corona, spatial and temporal limitations, and the novelty 

of the matter have been an obstacle to proving the above hypotheses. In this study, in 

order to answer the questions 1. What is the role of local governments in dealing with the 

Corona epidemic? 2. How can urban health help fight the Corona epidemic? 3. What is 

the role of local governments in establishing urban health? The urban health dimension 

and the role of local governments in establishing urban health and its possible effects on 

epidemic prevention and possible solutions to the challenges are examined. 

 

Methodology 
This research is a descriptive analytical type and content analysis method is used. 

This method of combining the results and using previous research as a unit of analysis to 

obtain a general and clear picture of a research topic is far more effective and useful than 

defining new research projects in that topic and can be used to make differences in 

research. Inferred and used to achieve general and practical results, in other words, meta-

analysis allows researchers to combine data from several studies. The study data has been 

collected in the form of libraries and the use of statistics and information and the results 

of previous research. 

 

Results and Discussion 
Cities are highly vulnerable to disease, including epidemics (such as Covid-19). 

Outbreaks of this type of disease affect the shape and performance of their target cities 

and in case of improper and unplanned management, they cause irreparable damage from 

various aspects such as physical, economic, social, health, etc. But at the same time, if 

prompt intervention at the right time, purposeful and planned management and proper use 
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of the essential potential of cities, existing threats can be turned into opportunities and at 

the same time deal with the epidemic, the structural and functional foundations of cities 

Also strengthened. In this area, urban health is one of the main and most effective pillars 

of dealing with the epidemic and plays a significant role both in the prevention and control 

of the epidemic and in the post-corona stage. Urban health, by providing the necessary 

conditions to strengthen public health (as one of the basic human needs and rights) and 

environmental health, firstly seeks to resist the formation of an epidemic and secondly 

seeks to reduce the potential damage in the event of an epidemic. This requires a group 

or body that, while having legal legitimacy and trustworthiness, has complete control over 

a variety of city conditions, including health. Local governments, as a non-governmental 

and legal body, play an important role in this area due to their range of duties and rights. 

Especially in this critical period, the role of local governments has become much more 

prominent, so that in crisis areas where central governments are not able to react quickly 

to specific local conditions, they fill an important gap by producing appropriate solutions. 

Local governments are quick to identify the effects of COVID-19 on the community, 

analyze local hazards, and take the lead in urban health and the Covid 19 epidemic. In 

other words, local governments seek to strengthen public health through urban health, 

and seek to create a health city with aware and healthy citizens to combat the epidemic. 

  
Conclusion 

Municipalities, as a prime example of local government at the city level, have done 

several times the health to combat the Covid-19 epidemic. The investigation suggests that 

the local government allows it to play a key role in combating the Covid-19 epidemic, 

which is affecting the world. The limits of this duty based on the duties and rights of 

citizens in the codified law cause refusal and most of them in the form of dewatering, 

waste collection and waste management, nutrition, health, public awareness (public 

education), antiphonics, cleaning, people Homelessness and measures and restrictions 

have been done. In developed cities, creative health care is provided by local 

governments, which is a successful test against the crisis, but in third world cities, such 

as Iran, due to existing political constraints and lack of full independence from the central 

government, basic measures are taken. Taken and sometimes left unfinished. 

But what is clear is the role of local governments in dealing with the epidemic, as can 

be seen in most local governments in terms of adaptation and rapid response to the 

developing cities and finding solutions to the needs arising from the epidemic at one point. 

They are very important and have been able to take appropriate measures to improve the 

health of their residents against the covid-19 epidemic, both as the executive arm of the 

central government and as an independent body. 

Keyword: Local Government, Urban Management, Urban Health, Citizen Health, 

Covid-19. 

 
*Corresponding author: abdovadmohsen@gmail.com 
 

mailto:abdovadmohsen@gmail.com


 
Investigating the role of local governments in establishing urban health to deal with the Covid-19 
epidemic 

Milad Appaspour, Mohsen Abdovad, Reza Farrokh. 

 
References 

Persian References 
 Bonakdar. Ahmad, Gharai. Fariba, Barakpur. Naser, (2012). Urban Design Documents in the 

Planning System in Iran and England: A Comparative Study, Journal of Architecture and Urban 

Planning, Volume 4, Number 8, Page(s) 147-167. (In Persian) 

 Council Assembly (1955). Municipal Law, Research Center of the Islamic Consultative Assembly, 

Volume 18, Number 1, 1483. (In Persian) 

 Council Assembly (1996). Law on the Organization, Duties and Election of the Islamic Councils of 

the Country and the Election of Mayors, Volume 4, Number 1, 1218. (In Persian) 

 Damari B, Vosough Moghaddam A, Shadpoor K, Salarian zadeh M H, Moghimi D. (2016), An 

Urban Health Management Center in cosmopolitan Tehran: A participatory system to promote 

health equity. Sjsph, Volume 13, Number 4, Page(s) 37-50. (In Persian) 

 Farnam, Ali; Sabbaghi, Hamidreza (2020). On dealing with the prevalence of coronavirus, a study 

of the effects of the spread of coronavirus on urban areas and urban planning, Research Center of 

the Islamic Consultative Assembly. (In Persian) 

 Ha’eri, Vahid (2020), Local Interventions in the Midst of Global Crises Right to the City and the 

Role of Centers for Social Support and Neighborhood Crisis Management in Preventing the Spread 

of Coronavirus Disease, Volume 1, Number 2, Page(s) 256-281. (In Persian) 

 Hatami Nejad, Hojjat; Tarshizi, Mahsa; Samadi, Mina . (2018). Analysis of urban resilience in 

Mashhad water and electricity neighborhood, Iranian Urbanism, 1 (1), 50-67. 

 Hesari Jabbar, Laleh; Eskandar Saremi, Maryam. (2019). Exploring the urban public space based on 

tangible and intangible needs, Iranian Urbanism, 2 (3), 10-16. 

 Honary, E. (2019). 'Confrontation the right to health with other urban rights, emphasizing the 

municipality's duty to "prevent the spread of human diseases', Treaty Legal Research, Volume 2, 

Page(s) 109-142. (In Persian) 

 Ismailpour Roshan, Ali Asghar and Mehrazin, Heshmat (2018). The role of government policy-

making in promoting urban living with an emphasis on health; Case Study of District 17 of Tehran, 

Quarterly Journal of New Attitudes in Human Geography, Volume 10, Number 4, Page(s) 214-229. 

(In Persian) 

 Kazemi Karmazdi, Hamid. (2015), Study of Duties and Duties of Municipalities in Relation to 

Urban Health and Pollution, with Emphasis on Paragraph 20 of Article 55 of the Municipalities 

Law, (Master Thesis, Islamic Azad University, Central Tehran Branch, Faculty of Law, Department 

of Public Law. (In Persian) 

 Monafi, Seyedeh Somayeh. (2020), Investigation of outbreaks of epidemics in urban management, 

Tehran Center for Studies and Planning. (In Persian) 

 Moqeemi, Mohammad. (2007), local government administration. the councils and municipalities 

management, SAMT Publication, Tehran University. (In Persian) 

 Motevaseli, Mohammad Mehdi; Ghorbani, Masoumeh. (2020). Urban Management and its Role in 

Corona Virus Control (COVID-19), Organization of Municipalities and Rural Affairs, Center for 

Urban and Rural Planning Studies, Project ID: CUR-R05-99. (In Persian) 

 Official website of the Ministry of Health (2019), Dr. Richard Brennan: The first case of Corona 

virus was confirmed in Iran on February 20, 2017, Saturday, March 9, 2017, at 10:03 AM, news 

code: 200397, https://behdasht.gov.ir. (In Persian) 

 Padash, Amin. Khodaparast, Mehran.(2007), Establishment of Health, Safety and Environment 

Management System (HSE) for systematic development of urban projects, National Conference on 

Development of Executive System of Civil, Industrial and Urban Projects, Sharif University of 

Technology Studies Center, Tehran. (In Persian) 

 Saidnia, Ahmad (2004). Urban Management (Municipal Green Book), Volume 11, Publications of 

the Organization of Municipalities and Rural Affairs, Third Edition. (In Persian) 

 Tehran Studies and Planning Center. (2020), The most important measures of major cities and 

https://behdasht.gov.ir/


 
Investigating the role of local governments in establishing urban health to deal with the Covid-19 
epidemic 

Milad Appaspour, Mohsen Abdovad, Reza Farrokh. 

metropolises of Iran against coronavirus. (In Persian) 

 Toutounchian. Mehri, Khoshhal. Jalil,(2020). Crisis Management and Reducing the Risk of 

Coronavirus Infection (with Emphasis on Iran's Capabilities), Journal of Disaster Prevention and 

Management Knowledge, Volume 10, Number 3, Page(s) 227-239. (In Persian) 

 
Latin References 
 Agenda21, UNCl on environment & Development, Rio da janerio. (1992). Uniated Nations 

Sustainable Development. 

 Ayres, J, S. (2020).  Surviving COVID-19: A disease tolerance perspective, Science Advances 

Publish Ahead of Print, published on April 17, 2020 as doi:10.1126/sciadv.abc1518. 

 Bayraktar, U (2020). Pandemide ve sonrasında yerel yönetimler için politika önerileri. istanbul 

politik arastirmalar enstitusu. Retrieved from https://www.istanpol.org. 

 Bilgiç, Kavas, A (2020). COVID-19 ile Mücadele Sürecinde Yerel Yönetimlerin Genel Görünümü. 

İDEALKENT, 11 (31). 

 City of Helsinki. (2021). Do you suspect you have a coronavirus infection?. Retrieved from: 

https://www.hel.fi/helsinki/coronavirus-en/social-and-health. 

 City of London. (2020). Covid-19 and imports. Retrieved from: https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk. 

 Drexel University Urban Health Collaborative. What is Urban Health?. 

https://drexel.edu/uhc/about/what-is-urban-health 

 ERZURUM BÜYÜKŞEHİR BELEDİYESİ. BÜYÜKŞEHİR DENETİME YOĞUNLAŞTI. 

Retrieved From: 

 Galeaa, S., & Vlahov D. (2005). Handbook of Urban Health Populations, Methods, and Practice. 

New York, ny: springer.  

 https://www.erzurum.bel.tr/GuncelHaber-buyuksehir-denetime-yogunlasti/29/829727.html 

 Istanbul, Büyükşehir Belediyesi. (2020). Pandemi döneminde İBB’den Halk sağlığına psikolojik 

destek. Retrieved from https://www.ibb.istanbul/News/Detail/36602. 

 LGA: Local Government Association. What is Local Government?. Retrieved from 

https://www.local.gov.uk. 

 NYC (New York City). (2020). What You Need to Know About COVID-19 Retrieved from 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/index.page. 

 OECD: Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development. (2020). Cities Policy Responses. 

 Official website of the Mayor of Moscow. (2020). Coronavirus: Official information. Retrieved 

from https://www.mos.ru/city/projects/covid-19/?. 

 Prasad, A., Gray, Ch B., Ross, A., & Kano. (2016). Megumi, Metrics in Urban Health: Current 

Developments and Future Prospects, Center for Health Development, World Health Organization 

(WHO), Chuo-ku, Kobe 651-0073, Japan. 

 Sharifi, A., & Khavarian-Garmsi A. (2020). The COVID-19 pandemic: Impacts on cities and major 

lessons for urban planning, design, and management. Science of the Total Environment,749,142391. 

 T.C. Ankara Büyükşehir Belediyesi. (2020). Ankara Büyükşehir Belediyesi olarak dünya basınını 

tarıyoruz, belediye olarak hem kendimiz bilgileniyoruz hem de sizi bilgilendiriyoruz. Retrieved 

from https://www.ankara.bel.tr. 

 Uğur, N. G., & Akbiyik, A. (2020). Impacts of COVID-19 on global tourism industry: A cross-

regional comparison. Tourism Management Perspectives, 36. 

 WHO: World Health Organization. (2018). Urban Health. 

 WHO: World Health Organization. (2020). Covid-19 and Urban Health. Retrieved from 

https://www.who.int. 

 WHO: World Health Organization. )2014(. Burden of disease from air pollution in 2012: summary 

report. WHO ,Geneva. 
 
 

https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/
https://drexel.edu/uhc/about/what-is-urban-health/
https://www.erzurum.bel.tr/GuncelHaber-buyuksehir-denetime-yogunlasti/29/829727.html
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/index.page
https://www.mos.ru/city/projects/covid-19/
https://www.who.int/


 
Investigating the role of local governments in establishing urban health to deal with the Covid-19 
epidemic 

Milad Appaspour, Mohsen Abdovad, Reza Farrokh. 

 
 

How to refer to this article: 
Abbas pour, Milad. Abdovad, Mohsen. Farrokh, Reza. (2021). Investigating the role of local 

governments in establishing urban health to deal with the Covid-19 epidemic, Iranian Urbanism, 4 

(7), 312-331. 
 
COPYRIGHTS 

Copyright for this article is retained by the author(s), with publication rights granted to the Iranian Urbanism 

Journal. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons 

Attribution License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). 

 

URL: https://www.shahrsaziiran.com/1400-4-7-article11/ 

DOR: https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.27170918.1400.4.7.11.0 

 
 

 

 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.shahrsaziiran.com/1400-4-7-article11/
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.27170918.1400.4.7.11.0

