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Introduction 

Traditional cities all over the world, especially before the twentieth century, were 

built human-oriented with humanistic scales, and its streets were not just a place to pass, 

but a place to spend leisure, rest, shopping, gathering, etc. But with the explosive growth 

of cities and the focus on automobile-centric planning and the expansion of streets 

exclusive for cars and the marginalization of pedestrians, the humanist factor of 

traditional cities disappeared until the second half of the twentieth century, with 

humanistic urban planning emerging and the need for revival of the organic order of the 

traditional neighborhoods. To respond to this situation, over the past few decades, new 

trends and perspectives in urban planning have been proposed in the world, which is 

referred to as the Walkability movement. Walkability policies pursue not only physical 

aspects but also economic, social and cultural goals and ultimately the achievement of 

sustainable urban development. Promoting walkability, in addition to easy access to urban 

services and needs, also enables the growth of tourism and commercial activities. The 

sidewalks and walkways of District 12 are located in the historical heart of Tehran and 

have a high potential in attracting tourists. Also, due to the location of Tehran's Grand 

Bazaar in this area, it attracts a large number of pedestrians every day, not only for 

passing, but also for leisure and to satisfy their needs. The purpose of this study was to 

assess the desirability of sidewalks in the streets of the areas and awareness of the current 

state of sidewalks in the case study and compliance with existing standards, thus 

improving the conditions of walkability in this area and providing the necessary services 

and facilities. Lastly, authors will provide suggestions to improve the functions of 

walkability and its deficiencies. 

 

Methodology 
This paper is cognitive in nature and practical in terms of purpose. Relevant 

information was obtained from written sources such as books, articles and research 

reports, and to update the evident information, the researchers directly observed the case 

study. The method of data analysis is evaluation-comparative and in order to evaluate the 

Walkability, inspired by previous researches on this subject, 24 incites have been 

determined in the form of a checklist and by field observation, each sidewalk and index 

-

district one, 13 streets and in sub-district two, 13 main streets were evaluated. The 
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bordering streets were calculated for both subs-districts. Lastly, walkability of streets of 

the two sub-districts were compared to each other. 

 
Results and Discussion 

According to the results, sub-district 1 is in poor condition in terms of landscape, 

noise pollution, shade shelter and places for interaction, stopping and sitting, and in terms 

of access to drinking water and toilets, the activity of shopping centers at night and urban 

lighting is in good condition (above 4). Sub-district 2 is also in a better position than sub-

district 1 in terms of places to sit and rest, landscape and noise pollution, although it is in 

poor condition (less than 2.5). This area is also in a good condition (above 4) in terms of 

access to drinking water and toilets, night-time activities and night lighting. In general, 

and considering the total average, Sub-district 2 due to the existence of pedestrian axes 

such as 15 Khordad, Naser Khosrow, etc., which have been implemented in this area for 

some time with study and research projects, with an average of  3.1 ratio compare to Sub-

district 1, which has busier streets and less attention to the implementation of walkability 

having an average of 3.06, has a better position. 

 
Conclusion 

12th District of Tehran is the historical-cultural and economic heart of Greater 

Tehran. In terms of tourism and recreational capabilities, this region is in the first place 

compared to other regions and is of great importance, and the economic hub of the capital 

and the country, namely Tehran Bazaar, is located in this region. According to what has 

been said, it can be clear that this area is not only important in terms of traffic and issues 

related to the passage of citizens, such as public transportation, etc., but also because of 

the large daily attraction of pedestrians in terms of issues related to streets and 

Walkability. Easy to access streets and safe environment for citizens in the area are the 

most important issues regarding the walkability in the region and the following strategies 

are notable concerning the subject:   

More effective public participation in urban projects and focus on neighborhood 

development; 

Rehabilitation of streets pavements and improving the safety level of walkways; 

Proper access to public transportation and parking spaces 
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